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1, In general, fewer people go to church in istoniu now lhan in the past, but
on holidays, especiully Christmas ive unu New Year's ave, the churches are
filled to overflowing, and crowds of people stand outside and listen tothe .. =
services through the open doors. : - .

Officially, there is frecaow of religion in sstonia, ovut Lhe publication of
notices in the newspupers giving aabes and times of chuarch services and
numes of preachers is forbidden. Furtherumore, if o school pupil goes to
confiruation, this is followed by the cancellution of his stipenu or grant;
ana, if ‘o univorsity student has a church weading or nas fils child baptized,
he also loses his graut. :

3. The churches must pay very high land rent, according to the extent of the
ares they occupy, and the churches ulso puy for electricity according to a
spacially high tarifi.

4y, In Tellinn, the bishopric eaminislration offices in ths Toom Cnurch (the
olé church in the Toompes) have been removed frowm their former promises
und ore now hoased iR « side-room of tine Toom Church. The ofrice of Kaarli
Church has bzen remcved from the Church House near Toompes, wid is now in
rented roois on Tubwrl t. The offices of the "ruste. in the gstonlan 358
of the Council for .ieligious Cults subordinuted to the Jouncil of winisters
of the USSR' is located on hevaue t. The Trustes is rastor &ivi who, it’is
seid, "receives instructions from 5Stulin on now Lo pray-to Gou in“the
warxist wayt. 1/ B S

Fuwiic wonuments

5, During lY.Y~50, monuments have been erected in Yullinn to Lenin (on the
Lenin allee, which gues frou Kentmonni t.  towaras the former IJynagoguo
and ends ol waskri t.); to Stalin, opposite the Baltic huilway Station,
where the site wus first cleured of all trees; wnd to salinin, on-the -
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road from the Lopli railwey to Tornide Valjak (Square). These all have

high pgranite plinths and figures of cast bronze, twice life vize. They

are guarded by armed militia might and day, and the sites are floodlighied at
night-  The building of « monument to Kingisepp has been started on the
slepe of Harju hill, and & bust of Lauristin has been placed on & small
gracile stand in the gardens of Toompea loss (castle), 2/

6. In 1949, the memorial to sSstoniasn school teuchers and pupils who were killed
in the War of Independence was dismsntled. The mausoleum at the military
Cemetery was demolished in 1950, and the gruves and monuments to Generals
Podder and Unt have also been destroyed. The graves of other Estonian
officers in the military cemetery have been levelled, and the line of pro-
pellers uhovs the graves of air force pilots han uleo been ruzed to the
ground. Ui is not known whether the whole of Kopll Cemetery is also to be
Joavelled, but a part of it has already been laid flat, and all the stone
monumenis and crosses have bsen demolished. It is said that o park is to
e made on the site.

7. The cemsteries are no longer under ecclesiastical administration but are
subordinate to the "Welfare Trust?, which also provides (or hires) oars or
carbs for the transport of the dead.

50X1-HUM

_ Comnent:

Jn 1950, the uncient coat of arms of Tallinn und the Danebrog cout of arms
wera removed [rom the wulls of Tallinn Town Hall, and ancient paintings
from the front of the Town Hull und in the vestibule were ramoved ana
replacea. by slogans.

1/ Comment: 50X1-HUM

These are all Lutheran ghurches.

4/ Comment: 50X1-HUM

Kingisepp was one of the leaders of the abortive Comnunist attempt on

% December 1924 who was capturea during street fighting, tried, condemned
to deuth, ond shot. Lauristin was an pstonian Comnunist s one of the
prominent Fifth Columnists in 1940, who lost his life in i94k.
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